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6th November 2009
Richard Burden MP
House of Commons
London

SW1A 0AA

Dear Richard

Selly Oak New Road Phase 2

Thank you for your letter dated 20" October 2009 to John Blakemore. The letter has
been forwarded to me for reply as this project falls within my area of responsibility.

The attached plan shows the various sections of the Selly Oak New Road project. | have
attached this as it may assist you when reading this letter.

The construction of Selly Oak New Road Phase 1A was completed May 2009. Part of
the road (the Harborne Lane section) is open to traffic, the new 10m wide single
carriageway section of road is expected to be open to traffic in spring 2010.

The construction of Selly Oak New Road Phase 2, as a 10m wide single carriageway
road commenced 6" July 2009 and is expected to be complete and open to traffic in
summer 2011. The award of the contract for this section was made 22" May 2009, the
contract award was not put on hold at the request of Rev. Dr. Dick Rodgers as he states
in his letter.

The construction of Hospital Link Road Phase 1 and 2 are both complete. The
construction of Hospital Link Road Phase 3 commenced 26"™ October 2009 and is
scheduled for construction spring 2010.

The City Council plans to open Selly Oak New Road Phase 1A and Hospital Link Road
to traffic in spring 2010 ahead of the opening of the first phase of the new Queen
Elizabeth Hospital in June 2010.

The City Council is working to complete and open Selly Oak New Road Phase 2 summer
2011 ahead of the opening of the final phase of the new Queen Elizabeth Hospital in
autumn 2011.

In determining the scale of the road extensive public consultation was carried out as
detailed below:

First consultation on options for road in 1990

Prior to 1989 discussions had focussed on widening Bristol Road. However in 1989
after a review of options a relief road/by pass was considered. In 1990 a major
public consultation was undertaken on alternative Selly Oak dual carriageway by-
pass and Bristol Road widening schemes. The exercise concluded that there was no
overwhelming majority in favour of either option. Following this, in 1991, City Council
Committees agreed that a major road scheme was needed, and a Local Action Plan
be prepared to determine the type of scheme and address wider land use planning
issues.

Consultation through UDP process in 1991

In April 1991 the draft of the Unitary Development Plan (UDP) was published,
allocating the Birmingham Battery Site and land to the south of Vincent Drive for
development. The Plan also recognised the need for a major highway scheme to
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improve Bristol Road, but kept both bypass and widening options open for
discussion through the Local Action Plan process. Extensive consultation took place
on the Plan through the statutory process and over 40 objections were received to
development of land south of Vincent Drive and the former Birmingham Battery site
and the new road. These objections were heard at the Public Local Inquiry in 1991
and 1992. The Inspector for the Public Local Inquiry did not consider that widening
Bristol Road would serve the area and recommended that the Birmingham Battery
Site be left out of the Plan to keep open the By-pass option.

Consultation on Draft Selly Oak Local Action Plan 1995

In 1993 work began on preparing a draft local action plan in the context of the UDP
Inspectors report. In 1995 a draft Selly Oak Local Action Plan was issued for
consultation. The Local Action Plan set out a package of measures to regenerate
the area. In particular it allocated the Birmingham Battery Site and the land to the
south of Vincent Drive for development. A single carriageway road was proposed to
provide access to the development site and reduce traffic flows through the
shopping centre. The road would pass through the University of Birmingham Playing
Fields and adjacent to the Bourn Brook.

Extensive 9 week public consuitation including nearly 5000 newsletters to individual
residents, businesses and residents associations, an exhibition at various venues
and 6 public meetings were also held. In total 422 responses were received. These
included objections to the road from 24 businesses/organisations including the
University of Birmingham and Guild of Students, 4 petitions containing 2460
signatures and 256 individual residents. Objectors were not convinced of the need
for the road, and were concerned about the impact on the University Campus,
particularly the Playing Fields, and impact on local residents and businesses. In
response City Council Committees decided further discussion was needed with key
interests- particularly the University, Hospital Trust and retailers on the best way of
securing the long-term regeneration of Selly Oak.

Commissioning of Development Study enables further consultation in 1999

In 1998 the City Council, University, Hospital Trust, Sainsbury's and Grantchester
(then owners of Birmingham Battery Retail Park) jointly commissioned an outside
consultant to prepare the Selly Oak Development Study. By this time the proposals
for new hospital facilities had become much more certain and proposals were
coming forward for the Birmingham Battery site. The Study looked at a range of land
use options and concluded (i) the preferred location for the new hospital was the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital site, (ii) a new road would be needed to provide access to
the development sites and suggested a small scale Link Road along the line of Dale
Road avoiding the University campus. It also allocated the Birmingham Battery site
for new retail development and a new business park; and suggested measures to
improve the environment and Selly Oak Shopping Centre.

Between May to August 1999 an extensive public consultation exercise was
undertaken on the Selly Oak Development Study. A double page spread in the
‘Birmingham Voice’ free newspaper showing the road proposal and outlining the
details of the study was delivered to all households in Selly Oak, Northfield and
Edgbaston Constituencies. Exhibitions were held in 9 venues, including Northfield
library, and 6 public meetings were held. The questionnaire circulated to the public
specifically asked for comments on the scale of the road. The consultation revealed
support for a new single site hospital at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital site, a new
business park/mixed use development on the Birmingham Battery Site and a new
road to serve these sites.
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