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4 Lidhard,

We met recently and you passed me a petition you had received from your
constituent, Rev Dr Richard Rodgers of 63 Meadow Brook Road,
Birmingham, about the Selly Oak New Road, which is currently under
construction.

| note the 5226 signature petition that Dr Rodgers has organised, asking that
the Selly Oak New Road is a dual, rather than a single carriageway.

As Sadig Khan and | have made clear in previous correspondence on this
issue, this scheme has been promoted and progressed by Birmingham City
Council as local highway authority. The scheme was Fully Approved by
Ministers in March 2006 and the Department is providing a contribution of
£38.3 million towards its costs.

The scheme is now under construction and will be the principal means of
access to the new hospital, as well as strengthening the A38 Technology
Corridor strategy. It is expected that when completed it will remove some
50% of through traffic from the existing A38, facilitating the revitalisation of
Selly Oak's centre with environmental improvements and better conditions
for public transport, cyclists and pedestrians using the centre.

My officials are in contact with Dr Rodgers and are currently dealing with a
freedom of information request about the scheme and its assessment. | am
also aware that Dr Rodgers has been in correspondence with officers at
Birmingham City Council about his ongoing concerns.

It should be noted that the issue of alternative options to the preferred
scheme was considered at the Public Inquiry into the Compulsory Purchase






